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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EASTERN TOPS AMONG COLLEGE JAZZ ENSEMBLES
CHARLESTON, IL.--One of the top international magazines
for musicians has named Eastern Illinois University's Jazz
Ensemble, under the direction of Allan Horney, as the
"College Winner" among jazz big bands in a national student
music awards competition.
The award by Down Beat magazine, a publication widely
read by students and musicians worldwide, adds to the already
long list of honors accumulated by the Jazz Ensemble.
-more-

JAZZ

ADD 1/1/1/1

The group received one of only three "Outstanding
Performance" awards for ensembles at the prestigious 1989
Notre Dame Collegiate Jazz Festival and in January was the
featured university group at the State Music Educators
Convention in Peoria.
The Ensemble has performed with such renowned jazz
artists as Mel Torme, Dizzy Gillespie and Jiggs Wigham.
The three runner-ups to Eastern in the jazz big bands
category were the University of Miami, University of Northern
Colorado and McGill University of Montreal, Quebec.
Down Beat, which serves as a communication link between
aspiring young jazz musicians and the professional world and
has a circulation of more than 100,000, also named Eastern's
Saxaphone Quartet, coached by Dan Goble, as the "College
Winner" among classical instrumental chamber music groups.
Eastern graduating seniors Kevin Hart (drums),
Bourbonnais, and Carl Hose (trombone), Belleville, were among
only 10 instrumentalists awarded Down Beat's "Outstanding
Performance Award" in the jazz instrumental soloists
category.

Eastern and Eastman School of Music in Rochester,

New York, were the only schools to have two winners in this
category.
"It is quite an honor to be recognized by Down Beat.

The

awards substantiate national excellence in jazz education for
the University's Jazz Studies Program," said Horney, Director
of Jazz Studies and Professor of Trombone.
-more-
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Goble, Assistant Professor of Music and Coordinator of
Jazz Combos, said the magazine provides evaluation by an
outside panel of nationally-known artists and adjudicators.

"An award from Down Beat brings additional professional and
educational visibility and attention to Eastern's music
program and students," he said.
This is the thirteenth year the magazine has sponsored
the student music awards honoring the accomplishments of

u.s.

and Canadian junior high, high school, and college student
musicians.
Schools and individuals submitted recordings of their
music which were judged according to performance and
engineering criteria.

Approximately 1,000 tapes were

submitted to the competition.
-30-

NOTE TO EDITOR (Kankakee Daily Journal): Kevin Hart is the
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Hart of Bourbonnais and a 1984
graduate of Bishop MacNamara High School, Kankakee.
In
addition to being named an "Outstanding Performer" by Down
Beat magazine, he also received outstanding performance
awards at the Notre Dame Jazz Festival in 1988 and 1989.

